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The palace is in the San Mateo district, where are located
the old mansions of gilded stone, sturdy as fortresses and
adorned with heraldic figures. From the spacious entrance
hall, with its large lantern,, one passes, to the left, on the
ground floor, into four communicating rooms, arranged in
Spanish style, with the walls covered in red damask.
The general headquarters were established in these rooms
almost overnight, and it was not long before the quietness
of the house was ended. It now vibrated as though it were
the nerve centre of the whole war. The political headquarters
and the adjutants' quarters were established next to the
office of the general, where telephones were installed. Three
radio stations, set up with remarkable speed, completed the
lines of communication. In a room next to the general's office
there were stands upon which were mounted enormous maps
and topographical charts, upon which were focused the
strong lights of several projectors. Six other offices were
being arranged for the officers of the General Staff. From the
moment that Franco arrived, the house seemed to vibrate
with activity, and there was no moment of rest, day or
night.
General Franco's office was a small room, with a high
ceiling, and floors of polished red brick with helmets and
lions in green and white. In front of the table stood an
ordinary sort of chair lined in black leather. To the right
was a library, which led off at an angle. To the left was a
large window grated with iron bars, through which one
could see a wall of blackish stone, covered with ivy. The
mantelpiece was full of pictures, including a framed genea-
logical chart. There was also a jewel box. Upon the table of
Spanish design, papers were piled high, held down by pieces
of minerals, and there was a lamp with a purple shade.
At eight o'clock in the morning the general entered his
office. He ate at three, three-thirty, or four o'clock accord-